
Find out more and keep updated via our website www.moelyci.org or on Facebook 

It is hard to believe that it has been six months since we secured the ownership of the land from Moelyci Environmental Centre.  Our new consortium of owners 

‘Ymlaen Moelyci’, has been consolidating its position and developing its plans for the future.  It is reassuring that now the uncertainty of the past and the risk of 

foreclosure have been lifted, we can move forward.  Our attention has turned to investing time and effort in each of the members’ own activities and identifying 

opportunities to improve amenities and activities for outside groups and organisations. 

UPDATE 
New Consortium settles in at Ffarm Moelyci 

The Ffarm Moelyci holding is now privately owned – by fourteen new owners who’s individual investments total nearly three quarters of a million pounds, mainly of their own capital – with a 
small amount of crowd-funding support from our own community.  Ymlaen Moelyci Cyf is a consortium of different partners.  Some of these owners are private individuals, some are small 
businesses, some are community organisations, others are charities.  Some of the owners are ‘sleeping partner’ benefactors, and others are active participants.  Some of the activities which 
can be seen on the farm are undertaken by people or organisations different to the land-owners themselves.  This unusual and successful structure has emerged as a result of the lengthy 
struggles we have collectively faced in order to save the farm, but it performs three vital functions: 

The activities on the farm, which were enjoyed by the local community, can continue and are now spread across several actors – if one struggles, it doesn’t jeopardise the rest.  The ownership 
of land and the activity on it are separated in several ways, and there are legal safeguards in place to avoid land being lost should an enterprise fail.  Investment has also been raised through an 
agreed collaboration between owners – if any part of the operation fails, the owner is left secure with their asset – unlike having shares in a company. 

Ymlaen Moelyci Cyf, the central consortium company acts as a focus for collaboration between the different members.  This includes helping members share resources and plan developments 
in ways that are complementary.  It also includes planning the next stage of development on the farm – the role of making some of the facilities, amenities and common assets better and 
easier to use by different groups and individuals from our surrounding communities.  To this end, Ymlaen has undertaken a series of expert panels to help draw up a consultation document on 
future community participation which will be published during the summer.  In addition, Wales Coop Centre has been asked to provide specialist advice on new structures that may be required 
to deliver the two parallel functions of community benefit together with trading and economic development – it is intended that these functions will sit alongside the activities of the 
consortium members. 

Ffarm Moelyci is no longer run by a single entity but is a collaboration of partners who now enjoy autonomy but with a commitment to shared responsibilities.  Whilst this may sound confusing 
– in fact it makes getting things done more straightforward and it encourages respectful engagement and participation. 

A new structure – a new way of working 

Finding out more – 14/15th September 2019 
Ymlaen Moelyci will be publishing a consultation document on future 

community engagement and our ideas for local amenity provision during 

August 2019.  This will be available on the website and printed copies will be 

available from Blas Lôn Las.   

There will be an Open Weekend on 14th/15th September where you can meet 

and talk to many of those involved and find out more about our plans for the 

future.  

The ecologically important grasslands and heaths at the farm are once again being grazed by 

sheep and cattle and the occasional donkey.  Before the sale, in 2017, two thirds of the farm 

were designated as a site of special scientific interest (SSSI) by Natural Resources Wales 

(NRW), in recognition of the significant value of the rare flora and fungi to be found across 

the farm which has been carefully documented over the previous 15 years.  Now, with these 

important areas in private ownership, a specialised management plan has been developed by 

the new landowners, a local Welsh family farmer, NRW and the Welsh Government in order 

to maintain the ecological diversity and its conservation with viable livestock rearing.  This 

includes much work to bring long-overgrown vegetation back into rotational management, 

using grazing animals and enclosure, to ensure a variety of habitats exist for a wide range of 

plants, butterflies, reptiles and other animals.  It also means that walls, fences and gates are 

being repaired and replaced. Our public footpaths and permissive rights of way will continue 

to be open to visitors to enjoy the farm however other some fields and paths will be closed 

off and locked when livestock are present at certain times of year.  Ymlaen Moeyci Cyf 

remains keen that as much of the land should remain accessible for public enjoyment as 

possible, but that requires visitors to act responsibly: to keep dogs on short leads and clean 

up dog mess (which can be poisonous to livestock), to keep gates securely closed and to take 

any litter home with them. Sadly, we have already experienced several incidents of malicious 

damage & vandalism, of livestock being deliberately let out, of polite requests to keep dogs 

on leads being met with abuse and threats, and of litter and fire damage caused by 

thoughtless visitors. 

When the farm was part of the Penrhyn estate, it included nearby lowland pasture for grazing 

and fodder growing. This was separated in the sale by the estate in 2003 leaving the present 

holding with the less advantageous grazing suitable only for store livestock. The economics of 

farming have also changed dramatically in the past 16 years and the present Ffarm Moelyci, 

with its small traditional buildings is no longer viable as a single holding. This does not mean 

that Ffarm Moelyci does not have a valuable part to play in the future of the traditional family 

farming community in the area – and to support local farming. 

We are delighted that we have been joined by young farming family, Gwawr Owen and Mike 

Jones and their two children, of nearby Ffridd farm in Llandegai. They have purchased the 

200-acre Moelyci mountain and are also grazing the Ffridd and semi-natural grasslands at 

Moelyci lower farm.  Mike and Gwawr both come from long established farming families in 

the area and bring with them a very welcome, vibrant and ambitious connection to our 

farming community. Under plans agreed with NRW, five traditional Welsh Black, five 

Shorthorn cows and a bull have been introduced to the lower farm to help manage some of... 

Farming once more at Moelyci 

... the rampant undergrowth. As more sections of the six kilometres of dilapidated fencing are 

renewed, the excursions by our sheep are becoming less frequent. 

Now that the farm is secure, we intend that Ffarm Moelyci will become a platform that will 

be used for more activities, events and displays by the farming community – as a shared 

space where ideas can be tried out that would be difficult or onerous to host on a full time 

working farm.  In particular we want to foster links between environmental stewardship, 

sustainable food production and cultural heritage in order to become a place for discussion 

and a meeting of minds. 

July 2019 



Further information from: 
Farm contact details remain the same, for bookings and general enquiries:  office@moelyi.org and 01248 602 793. 

If you want to contact the groups which have activities on the farm then www.moelyci.org has everything you need. 

Ymlaen Moelyci Cyf.  With bookings of the education barn increasing, we will shortly be linking the booking process to the website. We have recently gained 

more regular customers for the community kitchen and have discovered that this facility is one of very few available to hire in the region. Ymlaen has also 

commenced a programme of repairing and replacing gates and fences on the farm and will be improving signage for footpaths and discretionary walks. 

Clearance works have begun on the Red Barn Yard to create more space for events and for car parking for education barn bookings. A full planning application is 

being prepared for the pilot renewable electricity system for the farm which will include a single wind turbine and roof mounted solar panels with a large 

battery store and intelligent management system. If approved, this will provide 100% renewable energy for the education barn, red barn, Beudy (former 

cowshed) and Snowdonia Donkeys HQ. It will also include a new underground cable route to allow other on-site users like the shop and cafe to be connected in 

future as the system expands. 

Individual members’ activities include: 

The novel small-scale 
Biomass-to-Biofuel-to-
Biochar plant is being commissioned and 
will be demonstrated in September. It is 
part of a European Interreg 5b NWE 
international collaboration programme, 
which we hope we can complete before 
Brexit destroys the opportunity for such 
work.  Cwm Harry will be hosting an 
international conference on the farm on 
11th September for participants in the 
project and this will be run in tandem with a 
conference by Community Energy Wales on 
12th September. 

Now that we know our 
allotment fields are safe, there 
has been increased activity and the majority 
of plots are being actively worked. We have 
welcomed new gardeners to our allotments 
and only have a small number of vacant 
plots. A sense of community is growing. Our 
dilapidated polytunnel has now been 
moved to its new home, and is now 
complete and ready for use for our 
allotment holders to enjoy this summer. Our 
caravan has been cleaned and can be used 
by our gardeners as a place of shelter, to 
make a cuppa or to make use of the free 
gardening magazines and seed swap shop. 
We are making improvements to the site 
with a new access path and larger drop off 
point.  There’s lots of progress but more to 
do when funds and time allow.  Come and 
see us at the open event in September. 

Snowdonia Donkeys are excited to 
be able to say that we now have a 
base at Ffarm Moelyci where we 
can grow our charity. With the support of 
private investors, Snowdonia Donkeys has 
secured fields on the lower farm and the old 
cart shed and bothy. This support and 
investment means that we can develop the 
core areas of our work; 

 Providing donkey assisted activities, 

 Re-homing and retraining donkeys, 

 And enabling people to interact with 
donkeys and learn about them.  

If you visit our donkeys at the field shelter 
near the entrance of the farm you will meet 
Walter and his friends our ‘working 
donkeys’. Meeting groups and providing 
donkey assisted activities, these 7 donkeys 
enjoy visitors and promoting our work. 
Previously we had 2 donkeys in Cae Mawr 
(sometimes known as the fruit field) these 2 
lucky donkeys have gone to a new home on 
Anglesey. If you walk around the farm you 
may catch a glimpse of 2 other donkeys in 
Bryn Golau. These two donkeys have come 
to us from a home in Bangor from people 
who could no longer look after them. We 
will be working with them to assess their 
training needs and plan their future. 

We hope to develop the bothy and cart 
shed as our volunteer base and office space 
and the area at the entrance of the farm as 
a safe space to work with people and 
donkeys. 

Maintaining the wildlife-rich pastures 
requires a balance between grazing to keep 
the habitat in good condition and not 
grazing in order to allow the plants to 
flower and set seed. So flowers are sparse 
over much of the farm where the sheep 
have access but the Greater Butterfly 
Orchids and other flowers have put on good 
growth in fields that are currently ungrazed. 
Livestock will be allowed into these later in 
the year. Ivy-leaved bellflower is thriving 
and currently in bloom in two of the 
marshes. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
butterflies have been rather sparse this 
year, perhaps an after effect of last year's 
drought. On the other hand, the diminutive 
clover Bird's Foot (Ornithopus) has relished 
the dry close-cropped conditions, with 
thousands of plants this year compared to a 
few hundred in 2018.  

Unfortunately, two species which are 
thriving are bracken and Himalayan balsam. 
Work to control these is going on, 
concentrating on Cae'r Afon and the ffridd. 
Any help would be welcome, so if you are 
walking around the farm, please feel free to 
pull up the balsam. There are about 25 
patches of turf with important plants or ant 
hills that will be kept clear of bracken. If you 
feel willing and able to take on one or two 
of these, please get in touch. 

As mentioned above, the damage that some 
people do is sickening but it is 
counterbalanced by the readiness of others 
to turn out and clear up the mess at short 
notice. I thank all those who have made a 
positive contribution to looking after the 
farm's wildlife habitats. 

John Bratton 

The owners of the Farmhouse and garden 
are exploring the possibilities for using this 
facility as temporary accommodation for 
those wishing to visit the farm in connection 
with the various other activities on site or as 
a base for quiet retreat and/or for exploring 
the richness and diversity of the local area. 

The Blas Lôn Las shop and café... 

We continue to provide a welcome service 
to our many regular customers and is a 
popular meeting point.  Looking to extend 
its opening hours in the summer, Blas 
continues to provide good local and home-
made food, locally grown seasonal 
vegetables alongside others such as Cosyn 
Cymru cheese matured here on site and is a 
welcome destination for many.  There are 
plans currently under consideration for a 
major expansion of Blas in the medium-
term, to include a much larger retail and 
cafe space, better toilets, improved parking 
with electric vehicle charging points and 
possibly a post office counter facility. 

REDIRECT 

Tregarth Community Allotments 
Community Interest Company  

Snowdonia Donkeys - CIO Wildlife   

Blas Lôn Las 

Farmhouse & Garden 

Mike Bithell  - Now owns a plantation on 
the farm near the old Moelyci Farmhouse 
(Moelyci Gate) and hosts the Greenwood 
woodland group. 

Moelyci Greenwood 

Apart from a bit of hurdle making over the 
winter, we have not run our Sunday green 
woodworking-drop-in sessions since moving 
out of the cart shed.  We have started doing 
them again recently as we now have an 
operational shelter in the plantation by the 
Moelyci Gate Site.  Our Wednesday 
woodland maintenance sessions have 
carried on throughout this transition period 
and are ongoing.  Both days start at 10am.  
If you would like to get involved then please 
phone Mike on 01248 602 397 (evenings) 

The other thing we have done recently was 
a green woodwork demonstration at Draig 
Beats, held at Treborth Botanical Gardens as 
a fundraiser for a former Moelyci employee 
Sophie Williams.  The day stated off wet but 
dried out nicely and turned into a very 
successful event which we spent talking to 
members of the public and pole-lathing to 
music – it doesn’t get better than that. 

Woodlands 
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