OUR COMMUNITY FARM IS UP FOR SALE!
Help us secure its future...
An astounding environment, open to all,
hive of activity and enterprise now and for future generations.

SHARE with as many people as possible
PLEDGE your support today

Presenting

FFARM MOELYCI
Tregarth, Gwynedd, LL57 4BB
www.moelyci.org
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Who is involved?
Moelyci Industrial and Provident Society—MIPS
The landowners of Ffarm Moelyci. The farm was secured in 2003
for the benefit of the local community through the development of
wildlife, ecology and community ventures.

Cwm Harry Land Trust
has managed and developed the farm since 2014 and whilst
relinquishing the tenancy it remains actively involved in finding a
successor to buy the farm and is one member of the Ymlaen
Moelyci consortium through two of its social enterprises.

Your chance to be a part of the
future of the farm.
We hope this brochure tells you know about the true values of the
farm. Whilst the freehold is up for sale there are a host of enterprises
and activities on the farm wanting to encourage a sympathetic owner
to come forward and be part of these values. This might be the Ymlaen
Moelyci consortium or it might be someone we haven’t yet met. Or it
might be a whole load of you all pledging to be a part of the future of
the farm!
If you are interested in helping us save the farm and secure all this
added value, then we would ask

you to help.

FIRSTLY—read this brochure and be inspired by what Ffarm Moelyci
currently does and as importantly what it can do in the future!

Ymlaen Moelyci
Ymlaen Moelyci (Forward Moelyci) is a new consortium formed
from a combination of existing and new enterprises — both private
and social — alongside community groups . By coming together
and investing alongside each other they provide the bulk the
funds needed to secure the freehold.
Jones Peckover
Jones Peckover are the land agents dealing with the sale
of the farm. www.jonespeckover.com
This brochure has been compiled through Cwm Harry (thanks to Dave Ellis)
but is the voice of all those enterprises and organisations committed to seeing
Ffarm Moelyci continue its fantastic work. We come together with others
inside Ymlaen Moelyci but also know that we need the support of you, our
communities.
October 2017

SECONDLY—ACT NOW to make a difference and join hundreds of
people who feel the farm is worth saving .

Pledge now to support the farm’s tomorrow...
To help secure the freehold for the future PLEDGE to support Ymlaen
Moelyci

Or support your favourite social enterprise looking
to secure their future on the farm....
To build a fair local food economy PLEDGE to support Blas Lôn Las
Cafe Shop and local food hub

To promote health and wellbeing through working / walking with
donkeys PLEDGE to support Snowdonia Donkeys
Rhandiroedd Cymunedol
Tregarth CIC
Tregarth Community
Allotments CIC

To save and secure Gwynedds largest allotments PLEDGE
to support Tregarth Community Allotments.

A Truly Unique Place
Watched over by its own mountain, the farm provides a perfect setting for the local community to meet,
engage and enjoy within a wildlife rich setting we know as Ffarm Moelyci.
Registered as an Industrial and Provident Society (IPS) in 2002, Moelyci Environmental Centre was one of the first community owned farms in
both Wales and the UK. It was secured on behalf of the local community to preserve and enjoy a rich heritage, stunning unique wildlife and
economic opportunities. Recent investments made through Cwm Harry Land Trust (who held the farm business tenancy) have expanded activities
and increased the capacity to act in accordance with the Welsh Government’s policy for rural sustainability and for the wellbeing of future
generations. The farm offers considerable opportunities for further development to promote social benefit.
We want to support, through the production of this brochure, that interested parties can gain an insight into the current activities on site.
Moelyci is a highly unusual landholding with considerable environmental and social value. These principles are demonstrated by a variety of
participating enterprises providing a variety of opportunities and services within the local community whose wish it is that the values underpinning
this remain part of the farm’s future.
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This brochure allows not only the land to be marketed but the groups and organisations already on site the chance to showcase their
endeavours, and their desire to be part of the future if the new owner wants them to be. Whilst the property is advertised with vacant
possession, we are actively encouraging parties from a wide range of interests who can see the activities and environmental qualities on the
farm as an inherent advantage. Consideration will be given to prospective purchasers and supporters who show an active ongoing interest in
upholding the uniqueness of this site.
The site is situated in an area of outstanding natural beauty and because of its organic land management has unique ecological diversity. This has
contributed to the recent increase in the area of the site designated as SSSI to more than 50%, which now protects and conserves its ecological
value for the future. It is one of only four such sites in Wales for species of wax cap fungi and truly unique as lowland grassland SSSI.
Care has also been taken to capture and cultivate its rich heritage. Since being in community ownership strong connections have been made to
the railways and other landholdings through the Penrhyn estate and underlying ownership of the farm. Rich in heritage, the site features a
medieval house, archaeological excavations and rock cannons, features of the slate mining industries of North Wales.
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Where are we?
Ffarm Moelyci is in Gwynedd, North Wales. It is situated in the perfect location and lends itself to being a rural environment that’s right on the beaten
track and very easy to find. It is within 2 miles of the University City of Bangor, on the edge of the small village of Tregarth on the edge of the Ogwen
valley with Bethesda as it’s market town.
The farm is on the edge of Snowdonia National Park and in the crux of the main North Wales trunk roads, within one mile of the A5 A55 junction
(Junction 11). The farm borders on the cycle path, Route 82: Lôn Las which is a branch linking the costal routes with the Llyn Ogwen and Trefan.
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The farm is for sale as 4 parcels of land, each with its own unique
landscape and ecology.

Lower Farm—47.6 Acres
The main farm and buildings are located in the lower farm. Extending
to just under 50 acres of mixed land; pasture, woodland and
allotments with an area that has been developed for a polytunneled
market garden and shop/cafe. There is also a small orchard and soft
fruit field. 50% of the area is designated SSSI. Located here is the
original farmhouse, (currently used as offices) a former hay barn and
other useful buildings including the community centre and training
kitchen.

Upper Farm - Y Ffridd—38.9 Acres
Situated south of the lower farm, y Ffridd is an area of mixed
agricultural pasture with woodlands and rocky outcrops. The area is
grazed by horses and sheep, and features the significant body of the
farm’s SSSI.

Y Parc (Sling) - 37.4 Acres
Y Parc features the upland farm and includes mixed grazing, heather
and bracken with a large rocky outcrop. The outcrop features the
largest rock cannon in North Wales.
Access is via a small lane leading from
Sling.

Mynydd Moelyci—214 Acres
The SSSI mountain is separated from
the bulk of the farm and accessed
through Mynydd Llandegai.
This
upland grazing consisting of 214 acres
rising up to 400m. It comprises of
extensive areas of heather, grazing
and bracken.
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Heritage and Culture at Ffarm Moelyci
Ffarm Moelyci is rich in Welsh heritage. The history, Welsh culture, farming and unique setting influences
everything we do on the farm today. In 2010, the farm was awarded a grant from the Heritage Lottery
Fund to catalogue and record the unique history for posterity.
The farm dates to before the arrival of the Romans, with settlements on the farm and a hill fort above.
The farm has a dividing line of the old Roman road bisecting the Ffridd and Y Parc on our uplands.
Settlement archaeology can be found alongside medieval ruins, where the farm was part of the medieval
township of Cororion, noted especially in the Welsh Fable Mabinogi (C12th) tale of Math fab Mathonwy
as ‘Creuwyrion’.
The name Moelyci can cause many debates locally. It is accepted that the name
commemorates someone called Lleucu and thus derives from Moel Lleucu.
We’ve recorded many different variations down the past 200 years where the
name has varied due to the local colloquialism of the community, to the verbal
and written history of local members and the English legacy of it being known as
‘Moel y Ci’ on OS maps in 1930s. What about Ffarm, surely it’s Fferm? That’s
the legacy of the Ogwen Valley and the local colloquialism of using ‘a’, rather
than ‘e’. Ogwen locally is known as Ogwan. But, what’s in a name? It starts
conversations and demonstrates the passion we know and love today around the
whole farm.

Moely
ci?

The farm and surrounding area have changed throughout the years and reflect not only the ownership of
the land but the features of the surrounding area. In 1765 the farm was acquired as part of the Penrhyn
estate with wealth from sugar plantations in Jamaica. They also funded local slate quarries and
improvements to the farmland. The older buildings on the farm date back to these investments and the
addition of 2 railway lines across the land, one bisecting the lower farm and the other is now route 82, the
Lôn Las cycle track. From 1879 to 1962 the railway continued to carry slate from the local quarry to
destinations including Australia and Argentina.
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Traditionally the farm was grazed by sheep, alongside working horses and pigs. The ancient field names
of the farm, like the name itself, have been past down, miss-translated, changed and morphed just like all
farms have over the years. The history of the farm can be seen through the names and are a reminder of
how the farm has changed over the years. For example: Bryn Golau; because underneath is an old gravel
heap and the grass grows brighter and dries out faster, Cae Moch; where pigs grazed, Cae’r Afon, where
the river crosses the land.
The farm features a heritage trail to show visitors the attractions and history around the farm. There are
ancient woodlands with fully crowned oaks and towering sycamore trees. The old farmhouse to the west
of the land is now a ruin but a dig was conducted in 2010 and discovered a vast array of pottery and
other finds. Old features of the railway can be found with long undulating slate fenced walks and the
original bridge over which was the original entrance way to the farm. There are cairns and rock cannons
too, features of the railway and slate mining industry alongside modern sheep pens and dips from recent
years.
The farm continues to appreciate and tend these features for generations to come. There are plans to
restore the railway line as a heritage site and the history continues to be examined and recorded.
Archives contain audio recordings of previous tenants and farmers and a wealth of pictures and drawings
of the farm. The more recent history is recorded bilingually, with monthly bulletins and stories, and
working with previous farmers to map the farm and see its change over the year.

The full story, timeline and heritage documents can be found at www.moelyci.org/heritage

The heritage will never go away but how can it be there for everyone to enjoy and take part
in? Support Ymlaen Moelyci and PLEDGE to secure the freehold. 
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Wildlife and SSSI
Mynydd Moelyci
The vegetation of Moelyci’s mountain is mostly upland heath: a mosaic of heathers, bilberry, crowberry
and two species of gorse. In the wetter areas there are cotton grasses, bog asphodel and round-leaved
sundew. The breeding birds include meadow pipits, skylarks, stonechats and linnets. Red grouse have
been seen as recently as 2015. The mountain is managed by grazing sheep with ponies. It is part of the
Eryri SSSI, so certain types of land management are forbidden or require permission from Natural
Resources Wales (e.g. re-seeding, application of fertiliser, burning, use of pesticides).

Y Parc, Sling
Y Parc is at an intermediate altitude between the mountain and the enclosed pastures and its vegetation
reflects this position. It supports a mosaic of acidic grassland, heath and bracken. Rock outcrops are
covered by lichens. There are also two small peat bogs with a variety of flowers including marsh violet,
bog asphodel, bog pondweed and lesser skullcap. Mountain bumble bees can be numerous in the
flowering heathers. Stonechats, meadow pipits and whitethroats breed on Y Parc; kestrels, sparrowhawks
and buzzards hunt over it; and cuckoos are frequently heard here in the spring. Y Parc has been ungrazed
for two years. Prior to that it was grazed by ponies. Y Parc is not an SSSI.

Ffridd and lower farm
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Most of the enclosed pastures are flower-rich turf of low fertility. The plants found include the scarce
ferns adder’s tongue and moonwort, abundant eyebrights, bird’s-foot trefoil which attracts the scarce
mountain bumble bee, burnet saxifrage, betony and three types of orchid including dozens of greater
butterfly orchids. Common dog violet is abundant in places and is eaten by the caterpillars of small pearlbordered fritillary and possibly dark green fritillary butterflies. The most important aspect of these
grasslands is their diversity of fungi, particularly waxcaps, earth tongues, fairy clubs and pink-gills. They
are also home to lizards and slow worms and a variety of birds breed in the scrub (whitethroat, garden
warbler, blackcap, willow warbler, bullfinch). Numerous large and ancient ant hills are another important
aspect of these pastures, being particularly numerous in Gweirglodd Goch, Cae Tip and Y Ffridd. Many of
the pastures are in the process of SSSI designation to protect the plants and fungi. This will affect how
these pastures can be managed: ploughing, re-seeding, herbicides and liming are likely to be banned, and
use of fertilisers including manure is likely to be very restricted and require permission from NRW. To
maintain the SSSI in good condition will require careful grazing at the natural carrying capacity to maintain
a short turf without poaching.

The farm includes several wetland features. A pond and seasonal stream in Y Ffridd Gwlyb feed into an
extensive marsh in Canol y Ffridd. This has a rich flora including marsh cinquefoil, sneezewort, bog
pimpernel, ivy-leaved bellflower and several sedges, plus several uncommon beetles, moths and flies.
Further down the farm there is a large marsh in Cae’r Afon, again with a rich flora (marsh marigold,
purple loosestrife, water mint, ragged robin, heath spotted orchid, bogbean) and uncommon insects.
Along the south edge of Cae Mariad is a small area of sphagnum lawn, the edge of a large bog which lies
mostly on the neighbouring farm. In the northwest corner of Moelyci are two semi-natural ponds. The
stream is a mixture of natural and artificial channel. Its abundant stoneflies and caddisflies occasionally
attract a dipper and in summer it is patrolled by golden-ringed dragonflies. Up on Y Ffridd there are more
unusual wetland features, two seepages with a rich flora including round-leaved sundew, butterwort,
devil’s bit scabious, bog asphodel, beech fern and lesser clubmoss and a different range of uncommon
insects. Snipes and woodcocks use these wetlands in the winter. It is important that all these wetlands
are grazed to maintain their diversity and prevent rank vegetation from dominating.
Y Goedwig is a small broad-leaved wood containing numerous aged oak and ash trees. The birds breeding
here include tree-creeper and redstart. It is likely to be included in the new SSSI so there will be
restrictions on how the wood can be used, likely to be aimed at protecting the old trees for the benefit of
nesting birds and perhaps preventing the removal of fallen boughs because these are potential habitat
for rare insects and fungi which inhabit rotting wood.
Eight species of bat have been recorded at Moelyci and a pig sty in the farmyard has been successfully
adapted to serve as a bat roost, attracting the rare lesser horseshoe bat. Bats and their roosts are
protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. The mosaic of diverse habitat types found across
Moelyci farm present excellent foraging and roosting opportunities for bat species. Some of the farm
buildings are nesting sites for swallows.
SSSI
The mountain was designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest SSSI in 2002 and then, more recently,
lower farm areas in 2017. It changes the nature of how we view and manage the farm and how we graze
it and control invasive species. Lowland grassland SSSI are very rare in Wales if not the UK as a whole. It
shows how rich the ecology and diversity is and how unique and rare the farm is. It deserves respecting
and protection for generations to come.
www.moelyci.org/wildlife

Secure the farm so open and freely accessible areas can be kept for the local community to learn and
experience from? Support Ymlaen Moelyci and PLEDGE to secure the freehold.
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Education and Life Long Learning
The farm lends itself to being a perfect educational site and training centre. With the unique nature of
the ecology landscape and history coupled with the diverse activities taking place, Moelyci is an ideal
place to learn.
Moelyci has run a wide and diverse variety of educational courses and training programs over its history.
There is now much more the farm can offer the wider community, and this presents a rare opportunity to
grow and develop alongside its future. So ideal is the situation that there are providers available to take
this further and develop training and certificated courses on demand.
Volunteers and community interaction makes the farm what it is today. Our volunteers are not just
another workforce, they are able to learn new skills along the way. Not only does it help us, it helps
people grow and, for whatever reason they come to us, they go back into the community enriched and
skilled.
There are a wide range of course that have been delivered at Ffarm Moelyci:
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Allotment Courses



Green Woodwork



Art, Therapy and Wellbeing



Habitat Surveys



Black Smithing



Invasive species control



Bushcraft



Medicinal herbs and plants



Business Development



Permaculture and Vegetable Growing



Coppicing



SSSI management



Dawn Chorus and Bat Walks



Sustainable Building



Energy Future



Sustainable Food and Preparation



Farming & Grazing



Traditional Skills



Fruit Tree Pruning



Waxcap Ecology and Fungi Identification



Grassland Ecology



Woodland Surveying

Who can deliver this?

Benefits of Education at Ffarm Moelyci

There already exists on the farm a significant
knowledge base and willingness to impart skills to
others. Informally, through the groups that reside
here, the community can learn new skills and get on
site training. Currently that has been through a
range of short courses and an ambitious volunteer
program. Each enterprise and group welcomes
volunteers who work alongside them and learn along
the way. It’s suitable for all levels too, and diverse
enough to cater for a variety of taster sessions to
meet the volunteers needs. In a way, that’s what
Moelyci is perfect for, not only to learn but to
demonstrate. Why not hold a tree surveying course
where you can step out of the classroom and into a
wood? Or deliver a waxcap identification and
ecology course on land preserved for its
environmental status. There is a lot the land can
show off.

Developing education ca attract a wide range
of visitors with different needs.

The farm has access to like minded and dedicated
partners who desire to take education one step
further and develop and deliver educational
packages linking the land and projects on the farm.
They are able to deliver to a wide audience of
different abilities and learning capabilities through
many years of experience. Self employed, the
leaders can work with current stakeholders to
develop educational visits and programs.

www.moelyci.org/volunteering
www.moelyci.org/working-groups

Economic Benefit
Increased revenue generated by people
visiting the farm on educational visits.
 Increase in skills and knowledge of learners.
 Knowledge transfer into the wider
community stimulating new business.


Environmental Benefit
Increased knowledge and understanding of
the farm nature, ecology and management.
 Increased knowledge, understanding of
sustainability and ways in which people and
groups can take action to promote
sustainability or live more sustainably.
 Practical courses to develop and maintain
the land alongside learning.


Social Benefit
Improved educational and health and well
being benefits for learners visiting the farm.
 Increase in numbers and diversity of people
associated with the farm.
 Increase in the local population’s
understanding and being involved with the
farm.


Provide managed opportunities for volunteers to grow and flourish, learn new skills and meet new
people? Support Ymlaen Moelyci and PLEDGE to secure the freehold. 
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Social, Wellbeing and Volunteering
It’s all about people! The farm is here for the community not only enjoy but to participate in and get
involved in. Every aspect of the farm allows the local community to take part in it, from developing skills
and training, gaining education through participation or enjoying the groups and environment for a wide
variety of personal reasons. We develop and we grow, together.
The farm is open every day of the year, to experience the natural environment and to find the peace and
solace the modern world forgets. There are many walks, for a variety of different skills and abilities. We
welcome everyone too, either come along for a ‘panad’ and a natter or take part. Volunteering takes a
large part in this and helps the farm grow too. Everyone has skills to offer and share and we open up our
gates for volunteer sessions and members of the community to join us along the way. With so many
activities and groups here, it can suit everyone as much as or as little as you need. It creates a farm where
there is a social benefit for the community, a place to just be nurtured and feel ownership of.
Volunteering for us is a vocation. We provide the support and background and allow people to grow with
us. Everything we work together on we structure carefully which has allowed past volunteers to get into
better jobs or to feel safe and centred.
It’s more than education and more than learning a new skill. Its where friendships are made and people
are allowed to grow in themselves learning something new along the way. It’s also about supporting your
own community and becoming part of it.
We hold many planned activities ,volunteer days
and one off events on the farm and groups that
meet routinely.
woodland, learn wood craft skills and perform hedge laying
and coppicing.
The Growing Space @ The Market Garden
Every Thursday, starting at 10am. Learn about growing plants, Orchard Group
flowers and food. Help provide the shop and cafe with fresh Friday mornings. Take part in making our community orchard
produce
come to life.

Blas Lôn Las the shop and cafe

Weather Station

Open Wednesday to Sunday, we’re looking for people to learn Meeting every day, the group recorded the weather for the
new skills, create coffee’s and serve behind the counter. This farm for 10+ years and reported to the Met Office.
makes our shop a truly local experience.
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Woodland and Conservation Group
Every Wednesday and Sunday, the group meet to manage the

Bee Group
Taking charge of our own hives and harvesting honey for the
shop and cafe.

PLEDGE!
For these groups and activities
to continue, the freehold of the
farm must be secure. Support
by PLEDGING to Ymlaen
Moelyci and / or your favourite
activities on the farm, to
secure the future.

Groups and Activities
All of the groups would like to continue on the farm into the future if a sympathetic
buyer comes forward. Each has their own interest, ability and benefit to the farm as a
whole. What follows are examples of the groups here and the scope to which they can
grow and develop. To demonstrate how they fit into the farm as a whole we have listed
where each has sustainable goals: - Social, Economic and Environmental, each of which
are equally important to the farm as a whole.
If you want to know more about each group, dedicated pages can be found on our
website or their own enterprises. www.moelyci.org
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Enterprise CIC
Community Group

Rhandiroedd Cymunedol
Tregarth CIC
Tregarth Community
Allotments CIC

ALLOTMENT GROUP
www.moelyci.org/allotments
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Established in 2003, the Moelyci Allotment Group are custodians of 2 of the farm’s fields, Cae Refail
and Moch. Featuring 60 allotments over 4.67 acres and their own water capture from the local
stream, this group not only tend the land but form a community. Adhering to organic principals, the
allotments are a perfect setting on the farm and prove you can grow wonderful crops on a rocky
hillside.

How we fit into the farm

Economic Benefit

The allotments are features of the lower fields
of the farm and have been adhering to organic
principals for nearly 15 years. A large group of
the local community reside here on 60 plots
over 4.7 acres. The allotments are a mixture
of large and micro-plots to suit any age and
ability. There is even a sustainable water
supply from the ram pump down the hill in the
river, polytunnel for propagation and tool
stores to keep everyone going.




We would like to continue to work on the
farm and tend the allotments. With a waiting
list there is a definite need in the local area for
community space. We would like to expand
to fit into the farm.

Annual income from the allotments.
Ability to contribute to overall facilities and
amenities costs on the farm.
 Willingness to supply labour for one-off
jobs and volunteer groups around Moelyci.

Environmental Benefit
Food grown locally according to organic
principles.
 Ongoing education for all plotholders but
also visitors about ecological sustainability.


Social Benefit


What we offer
Offer yearly rental and/or long term leases.
A body of like-minded individuals who can
contribute to the farm as a whole.
 Educational activities.
 We are considering different ways of
fundraising.









To help secure the freehold for the future,
PLEDGE to Ymlaen Moelyci. 

Community of people committed to
healthy eating, exercise and sustainable
methods of organic growing .
The allotments community has fostered in
individual plotholders a wider interest in
activities at Moelyci.
Established allotment committee
Established shared responsibilities eg re
water usage.
Through the winter at times we have had a
collective rubbish clearance programme.

Directly support the allotment CIC and keep allotments in the Ogwen Valley. PLEDGE NOW! 
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Community Space

SOCIAL SPACES
EDUCATION & CONFERENCE BARN / RED BARN EVENTS SPACE,
YARD AND FIELD / TEACHING KITCHEN / SPINNEYS, WALKS & VIEWS

www.moelyci.org/facilities-hire
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Ffarm Moelyci benefits the whole community by managing social spaces for hire or to enjoy with
events and fairs. These are a unique community resource catering for all activities. The barn itself
boasts soft seating and tables which can make the room suitable for events ranging from conferences
to parties. With the addition of a training/small business kitchen, it has become a well used
destination. There are plans (and potentially funds) to refurbish the outside into a purpose built
events space. The activities add value to the farm generating income and benefit the farm as a whole
allowing many hundreds of people to enjoy and understand the land around them through activities.

How we fit into the farm

Economic Benefit

A social centre to attract and benefit the whole
community.



An RCDF bid is in place for ‘Big Stories from Small
Farm’ to refurbish the red barn. This CH bid injects
£60k capital spend improving the outdoor
services, levelling the area and providing
additional space to add to our events portfolio:
Food Hub
 Themed independent food nights
 Community Baking Group
 Food production for the shop
Social
 Parties for children, leaving do’s, wedding receptions and charity
coffee mornings

 Committee groups
 NHS funded art therapy
 Yoga, Shamanic and doula groups
Educational
 Courses and Exam Centre
 Monthly talks, walks and demonstrations
 Art, Poetry and Writing Courses
Business
 Business support group
 Women in Business Group

Revenue from the bookings and increased
turnover for the shop and activities on the
farm with increased footfall.
 Allowing the community to host their own
events and entertainment

Environmental Benefit
The farm has huge environmental potential
and collateral. Allowing this space to
continue gives the opportunity to hold
courses and organise groups to support the
future of the farm and educate along the
way.
 Ecology courses can benefit from the farm
as a demonstration site and SSSI.
 Locals and visitors will appreciate the
hidden depths of the land in an interactive
and safe way.


What we offer

Social Benefit

Refurbishment via community funding
under Cwm Harry.
 Negotiation of transfer to a stakeholder of
similar aims and objectives to remain in
community ownership.





The space effectively acts as fully service
community centre and outdoor space.
 The facilities lend to a wide variety of
opportunities, off the beaten track and in a
safe environment.

Keen that your community has open spaces to enjoy ?
Support Ymlaen Moelyci and PLEDGE to secure the freehold. 
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Local Food
Community Enterprise

BLAS LÔN LAS
CAFÉ / SHOP / MARKET GARDEN / COMMERCIAL TEACHING KITHCEN

www.moelyci.org/moelyci-shop
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Blas Lôn Las offers far more that just a vibrant café shop. Yes it is a focal space for the whole farm but Blas
stands for the great taste of the Ogwen Valley and so offers so much more. At its heart is the shop and café
offering a newly fitted space to relax & enjoy home-made meals, delicious cakes & top quality teas &
coffees. With open air seating and its own garden in front it is at the heart of the farm. The shop offers
locally grown fruit and veg and locally made produce; so it acts as a showcase for local producers. But
there’s more . . . Blas also encompasses a market garden used to grow veg and grow peoples skills. Blas
also has on site a newly fitted commercial grade teaching kitchen available for rent. This combination is far
more than just a great place to meet friends, it gives it the potential to help drive a local food economy.

How we fit into the farm

Economic Benefit

Situated on the Lôn Las cycle track with inside
& outside seating area a warm Welsh
welcome awaits weary walkers, cyclists, dogs
& families.



Relaunched in early summer 2016 the café
shop’s turnover has grown month on month.
So busy are we that we are planning on
extending our space, extending our stock and
employing more staff.
With our new business plan and a new partner
not only can we grow as a community
business but we can better support the farm
by offering catering for events, courses, a
commercial kitchen for rent and an outdoor
space for families.






The shop brings increased footfall to the
farm allowing visitors to be exposed to the
wealth of activity available.
Direct employment and training created.
Generates sales and income for the local
producers.
Supports start ups and micro-businesses.
Offers good affordable food to all.

Environmental Benefit
A buying policy that actively encourage
locally grown and organic foods.
 Low food miles.
 Linked in with market garden, we can
produce food straight to the plate.


What we offer

Social Benefit

Currently the enterprise sits within Cwm
Harry but so successful has it been this
year that Blas Lôn Las is being turned in to
an independent social enterprise.
 Generating ever increasing footfall and
spend on the farm
 Able in the future to grow and expand.







Bring people together over food.
A place to access good food grown locally.
A space for community gatherings and
small meetings.
 Volunteering opportunities to learn & laugh

To help secure the freehold for the future,
PLEDGE to support Ymlaen Moelyci. 

To build a fair local food economy PLEDGE to support Blas
Lôn Las cafe shop and local food hub 
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Private Enterprise

COSYN CYMRU
www.cosyn.cymru
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Cosyn Cymru offers an award-winning enterprise making cheese, yoghurt and ice cream from locally
sourced organic sheep’s milk. The cheese, unpasteurised and naturally mould ripened, is sold locally
as well as further afield and is increasingly well-known throughout Wales and is soon to be supplying
outlets in London. But the little Brefu bach has perhaps had the most success, winning numerous
awards including the ‘Best Small Producer’ award at the 2017 Artisan Cheese Awards in Melton
Mowbray and a double star Great Taste Award 2017. Currently Carrie is unable to make enough
Brefu bach to satisfy demand.

How we fit into the farm

Economic Benefit

Our products are currently made on Anglesey
and the cheeses are then ripened in the
temporary cheese store located behind Blas
Lôn Las Café. Products are sold in the shop
and café. Planning permission has been
obtained for a new dairy in the upper car park
area below the Beudy.



We would like to invest in building a new
dairy and cheese store at Moelyci so that all
production and maturation can occur on one
site. This will enable production to increase,
partly through increased efficiency and
capacity. Carrie is currently awaiting
confirmation of a FBIS grant towards
constructing and equipping a new diary.

Increased visitors - the proposed new dairy
is designed to allow visitors to watch the
cheese-making process.
 Increased sales at Blas Lôn Las, through
direct sales and publicity.
 Cheese-making courses.

Environmental Benefit
An on-farm outlet for milk potentially
produced on the farm – either sheep, goats
or traditional breeds of cattle.
 A demonstration of how small-scale,
environmentally friendly production can
work.


What we offer

Social Benefit

We would like to offer either purchase or
long-term lease for the area in front of the
Beudy (with suitable legal safeguards)
 Offering current market value for the area
in question







Jobs.
Volunteering opportunities.
Many local people already feel part of the
business and feel proud that Dyffryn
Ogwen is home to ‘their’ local sheep’s
cheese and yogurt.

Want to make sure that local enterprises have a place to start, grow and be part of something bigger?
To secure the freehold for the future PLEDGE to support Ymlaen Moelyci. 

23

Voluntary Group

ORCHARD GROUP
www.moelyci.org/community-orchard
The orchard group is an established volunteer group who manage the orchards and fruit trees on the
farm including a cider and heritage project. Funded through the Heritage of Orchards and Cider
Making in Wales (A Heritage Lottery Project) the orchard has grown and been a demonstration site in
Wales. In summer a range of apples were pressed, bottled and sold in Blas Lôn Las.
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How we fit into the farm

Economic Benefit

At the top of the lower farm, an orchard has
been created with 64 apple trees and 20 other
fruit varieties in Cae Mariad. A further 20
trees have been planted along the driveway to
create a beautiful entrance to the farm when
they blossom.



The group is an active part of the farm,
tending to the trees and providing events and
activities to educate and train the local
community. The funded group has access to a
wide network of orchards.

Future fruit production from the maturing
trees.
 Future heritage cider and perry production.
 Produce for sale in the shop and café and
ability to demonstrate turning the crops
into products.
 Cider making and pruning courses.

Environmental Benefit
Establishment and protection of heritage
varieties of fruit trees.
 Reduction of food miles sourcing locally.
 Adhering to organic and alternative
methods of pest control.


What we offer
To continue the cider orchard though
external funding and local volunteer help.
 To create products to be sold locally and
through the shop.
 To provide training and events encouraging
the local community to secure rare fruit
trees for the future.


Social Benefit
Volunteer opportunities.
Local foods.
Events and activities , giving skills and
education.
 Peaceful and tranquil settings for picnics.




Make sure that groups can continue to benefit from the land and community programs.
To secure the freehold for the future PLEDGE to Ymlaen Moelyci. 
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How we fit into the farm
Blodeuwedd Botanics demonstrates sustainable growing techniques
producing a range of herbs and flowers on the farm, working with the
local soils and climate to produce niche products.
Courses, training, and programs of horticultural therapy are offered by
Blodeuwedd Botanics. Coryn has over 10 years experience of working and
delivering training to a diverse range people, including young people,
pensioners and intergeneration groups, youth offenders and probation,
and adults with mental health problems. Coryn has coordinated open
volunteers from the local community and welcomed WWOOF onto the
Farm Moelyci to work with her and the other projects on the farm.

Herbs and Flowers

BLODEUWEDD
Sole Trader
Blodeuwedd Botanics grow a range of organic herbs
and edible flowers; without chemicals or sprays. The
edible flowers are available through Blas Lôn Las, and
available further afield through local outlets.

What we offer
A known local horticulturalist familiar with the farm and surrounding
community.
 Income generation via shop and café and through land tenancy.
 Through training courses and demonstrations, we can offer the
community a wide skill base and natural therapies.
 Horticultural training accredited and non accredited that would
available to the local community and beyond. The development of a
well-being garden to offer a social and therapeutic space for its users,
that looks beautiful and supports a range of pollinators.


A range of medicinal herbs are grown and made into
artisan tinctures for practicing herbalists. There is
also a training therapeutic arm to Blodeuwedd
Botanics.
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Allow land to be available to nurture and grow?
Support Ymlaen Moelyci to secure the freehold for the future. PLEDGE NOW! 

How we fit into the farm
PhytoPilot currently occupy a small portacabin on the edge of the
composting site at Ffarm Moelyci. Algae and micro-orgs are grown in
indoor tanks and supported through an airpump and limited lighting. The
highlight of the business is the low impact they have on the environment
literally being grown using upgraded waste from anaerobic digestion to
grow high purity, nutritionally rich algae which is then fed to the
organisms.
PP is run through Cwm Harry with the added advantage of adding a
science base to the farm.

PHYTOPILOT
Sole Trader

What we offer




Income generation through rental or lease period.
On farm science based expertise.
Looking to expand operations into further microorganisms.

PhytoPilot (PP) is an enterprise under the wing of
Cwm Harry Land Trust. PP offer an innovative
business demonstrating how a high value product
business can be created from waste products. A
range of algae and micro-organisms are grown on the
farm in this small scale business to supply a range of
traders and fish food markets.

Create spaces for small local companies to start-up?
Support to secure the freehold, PLEDGE to Ymlaen Moelyci. 
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Enterprise
Rural Economy
Cwm Harry Land Trust Ltd

REDIRECT
www.cwmharry.org.uk
The Redirect Project offers an opportunity to host a pan-European where Cwm Harry is a key partner,
responsible for building and operating a pilot plant here in Wales with the preferred location being
Ffarm Moelyci because of its access and being set amongst likeminded businesses. ReDirect’s
purpose is to establish a farmer based business model that better manages land, adds value to
marginal biomasses such as bracken and soft rush and generates renewable fuels at a local or rural
level. If it works in North Wales the plan is to share it across Wales.
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How we fit into the farm

Economic Benefit

We are in the first year of the project. The
overall project is to create a stream of
products and fuel from biomass and ReDirect
is about examining this on a local farm level to
add value to a rural areas across Wales.



A pilot plant will be constructed where farm
vegetation such as soft rush or gorse (marginal
biomass) is turned into solid fuels for retail.
The biomass is harvested from the farmland
and stored as silage bales. These bales are
then chopped and squeezed to remove most
of their sugars, starches and water, which is
processed for immediate anaerobic digestion.
The solid fraction is dried and then
compressed into briquettes for retail.
Currently applying for planning permission
ReDirect also brings financial investment on to
the farm.

What we offer
Land purchase / long lease.
Upgrading of farm facilities on the old
composting site.
 Income generation.



If land is regenerated then it can be grazed
more effectively allowing local farms to
increase stocking density on fields. It also
adds value in that marginal biomass no
longer has to be paid to get rid of.
 It creates a whole range of products for
fuel for the local economy.
 Not only jobs but products are made to
stimulate the local economy.

Environmental Benefit
The process is ideal for controlling invasive
species of plant and for regenerating grass
land. Though not a waste technology,
there is an incentive for farmers to control
such vegetation on their land.
 Regenerated grassland can then be grazed
sympathetically which allows the natural
flora and fauna to return.


Social Benefit
Can offer experience to local businesses
wanting to work ethically.
 Educational and scientific services .


Do you want to provide spaces to develop the rural economy creating jobs and education?
Secure the freehold for the future PLEDGE to support Ymlaen Moelyci. 
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Private Enterprise

SNOWDONIA DONKEYS
www.snowdoniadonkeys.com

Snowdonia Donkeys provide a focus for visitors to Moelyci. We are a local charity run by volunteers
and staff that promotes health and wellbeing through working and walking with donkeys. We provide
contact session with donkeys and donkey retraining and re-homing.
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How we fit into the farm

Economic Benefit

We use our field shelter at Moelyci as a base
for many activities and regularly walk around
the site and access local footpaths. Our
activities include:
 Open days/community events
 Contact sessions for vulnerable adults,
young people and children
 Deliver accredited training
 Rehome and retrain donkeys
 Network of support for local donkey
owners




Currently delivering a number of grants
including BBC Children in Need and Age Cymru
We wish to continue to deliver our sessions
and to work with more groups of different
ages and abilities.

Visitor attraction, everyone loves donkeys!
Visitors to the donkeys will often visit the
farm shop and café.
 Rental income.
 Courses and links to other training
organisations .

Environmental Benefit
Grazing sympathetic to SSSI grasslands.
Demonstration timber frame building.
Possible future draft animals for the farm
to aid with ecological control.
 Manure for allotments and market garden.




What we offer
Long term lease or purchase of the land.
Events and activities increasing footfall and
exposure of the farm.
 Use of facilities for own project and dual
collaboration with existing stakeholders.



Social Benefit





To help secure the freehold for the future, PLEDGE to
support Ymlaen Moelyci. 

Part of the community.
Focus for people’s visits.
Volunteer opportunities.
Supporting other activities on site.

To promote heath and wellbeing through working/walking with
donkeys PLEDGE to support Snowdonia Donkeys. 
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Voluntary Group

WILDLIFE GROUP
www.moelyci.org/wildlife
The wildlife group was established on the farm to survey and monitor the plants and animals found at
Moelyci. Over the past 15 years, the farm has been well documented, maintained and protected to
promote the environment and encourage the natural ecological diversity we enjoy today. The farm
has become a SSSI to protect and promote the unique status of the farm worldwide.
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How we fit into the farm

Economic Benefit

Across 350 acres of land there is a fantastic
range of diversity in the ecology. The
volunteer group contains like minded
individuals who care for, monitor and record
the ecology allowing the farm as a whole to
understand the rich importance of the
landscape. There are over 20 members of the
group and numerous friends and groups who
interact on the farm with the wildlife.



We survey and monitor the plants and animals
found at Moelyci and carry out small scale
habitat management such as bracken
clearance around identified rare plant
colonies. The group is valuable in
understanding and working around the SSSI
areas.

Assistance in compliance with
environmental grant conditions.
 Assistance in working towards the
implications of SSSI and it’s protection of
the land.
 A large volunteer group with links to other
groups when bracken and balsam bashes
are needed.

Environmental Benefit
Assisting the farm land owners and
occupiers to protect the wildlife of Moelyci.
 Documenting species and locations of flora
and fauna.


What we offer
To continue the group and to advise,
protect and support the ecology on the
farm for future generations
 To actively support the SSSI status of the
farm.


Social Benefit
Provision of public events such as the dawn
chorus or evening walks to observe the
bats.
 A well established and supportive
volunteer group.


Do you want to secure and open place which is rich and diverse in ecology and organised groups can enjoy? Secure the
freehold for the future and PLEDGE to support Ymlaen Moelyci. 
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Voluntary Group

WOODLAND GROUP
www.moelyci.org/woodlands
The woodland group offers a volunteer workforce with extensive knowledge of the woods and trees
on Ffarm Moelyci. Demonstration of green woodworking, skills and coppicing, the group fits perfectly
on the farm and support a wide range of volunteers of all abilities. The addition of students from
Bangor University allows this group to continue growing.
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How we fit into the farm

Economic Benefit

There are over 30 acres of woodland over the
farm from ancient oaks and sycamores, to
newly planted coppices. We operate from an
open greenwood workshop in the farmyard
and a small forge and manage the woodlands
and trees.



The group is large comprising oflocal
volunteers and a student council group from
Bangor University supporting their forestry
courses. Volunteers can experience working
on the land and learning building skills using
these traditional methods and going on to
further education or employment. Many
people are working with wood for the first
time, feel empowered by the experience and
go on to create unique items from their
imagination.

Environmental Benefit
Invasive species control and better
managed woodlands.
 Maintaining the bio security onsite looking
out for pests and invasive species.
 Managing woodland and its interaction
with SSSI status.


Social Benefit

What we offer



We maintain the routes and access to
woodlands and paths around Moelyci for
anyone involved.
 Training and experience in traditional
timber skills.
 Reduce manual labour and management
costs.
 Bringing people to use site including café/
shop .

Woodland and conservation management.
Workshop, access and maintenance in
exchange for woodland management.

Volunteer opportunities.
Therapeutic activities leading to increased
wellbeing.
 Group open to a large variety of members
and skill levels.



Passionate about providing spaces for rural and traditional skills can be taught?
Secure the freehold for the future PLEDGE to Ymlaen Moelyci. 
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Ymlaen Moelyci

Within this brochure the emphasis has been first and foremost on the values - for our
environment, our community and our future wealth and wellbeing — that we and hundreds of
others see in Ffarm Moelyci. There are specific social enterprises on the farm that you can pledge
to support however . . . .

THE fundamental requirement that we all support is securing the freehold of the farm.
To give us a strong chance of achieving this a consortium made up of existing social enterprises and community groups already
active on the site is joined by new organisations with a broader sympathy for the ethos of Moelyci.
Ymlaen Moelyci - which in English means Forward Moelyci—is being formed as a not-for-profit company with the purpose of
securing, holding and improving the farm’s freehold as an environmental and social asset for the benefit of its members and
the wider community. Its legal status is as a Company Limited by Guarantee and will be registered as a
Community Interest Company recognising the fact that it contains an asset lock and is dedicated to both community and local
economic benefit. Ymlaen Moelyci is well on its way to securing the majority of funds required for purchasing the farm through
its consortium members; the enterprises and organisations who value the farm and wish to invest in its future whilst securing
their own.
There is however a need and an opportunity for the community to pledge financial support to provide the remaining funds; for
the community to help secure the farms future. Any funds pledged will only be used to secure the future of the farm and lock it
away in perpetuity for community benefit.
The ‘community’ is . . . . . . the local community who walk their dogs on the farm . . . . . the community across the UK who
appreciate the unique biodiversity . . . . . those interested in the social values of the farm . . . . . . those across the globe
interested in securing a slice of historic upland Wales. Basically the community is YOU!

With the farm valued at around One Million Pounds, we are looking for pledges to reach £150,000
One of the reasons why Moelyci Environmental Centre IPS is having to sell the farm is because it holds a mortgage that is too
burdensome; simply too expensive to sustain. Ymlaen Moelyci is committed to removing this obstacle to progress. The
investments of consortium members and the pledges from across the community are vital in making the future debt-free.
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Ymlaen Moelyci is keen to hear from anyone with larger resources and wishes to discuss ways of helping this goal be
achieved.

We need you to act now!
We need you to ACT and to ACT TODAY—we only have until November 17th to get all the finance in place.
If you fancy buying the whole farm to secure it for the community please do. Moelyci Environmental Centre IPS is interested in
receiving bids from sympathetic buyers. Talk to us and talk to the agents Jones Peckover.
More realistically we need you to PLEDGE, anything between £15 and £2,500. There are plenty of rewards for donating toward
one or more of the following:

To help secure the freehold for the
future PLEDGE to support Ymlaen
Moelyci
To build a fair local food economy
PLEDGE to support Blas Lôn Las
Cafe Shop and local food hub.
To promote health and wellbeing
through walking with donkeys
PLEDGE to support Snowdonia Donkeys.
To save and secure Gwynedd’s largest allotments
PLEDGE to support Rhandiroedd Cymunedol
Tregarth Community Allotments CIC .

Visit the Ffarm Moelyci funding webpage
at www.moelyci.org/pledges
Call us on 01248 602 793
E-mail us at office@moelyci.org
Visit us — the farm is open at all times for
everyone to enjoy, Blas Lon Las
café shop is open Wed-Sun
Join u
s

If you want to join the
consortium as an investor
please ring or e-mail us or
contact Ymlaen directly.
If you want to see how a larger
contribution can help secure
the farm please ring or e-mail
us.

on our

O pe n
D ay

Satur
Oct 28day
th
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HOW TO GET IN TOUCH
If you want to speak to one of us:
01248 602 793
If you want to write to us:
office@moelyci.org
Or why not visit us:
Lôn Felin Hen, Tregarth, Gwynedd, LL57 4BB
Further information about the farm on request
or view our website and facebook pages:
www.moelyci.org :: www.facebook/moelyci
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